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                    Still Life (City Art), 1954-1957  Untitled (circa 1970) 

Biography  3

● Corinne Michelle West (Michael West) was born in 1908 and grew up near Columbus, Ohio. 
She attended both the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music and Art Academy, where she 
cultivated her career trajectory in the fine arts. 

● New York, 1932: West studied painting with Hans Hofftman and Raphel Soyer. 
● Was in many relationships, most notable with Arshile Gorky, but never married. 
● In 1946, West moved back to New York City to gain a presence in the thriving postwar artistic 

and cultural movement, specifically with abstract expressionism.  
● In the 1950s she was committed to action painting, where paint is spontaneously dribbled, 

slashed, and smeared onto a canvas.  
● Changed her name to combat the era’s sexism/left out of history books and avant-garde art. 

------------------Fear is lack of perspective------------------ 

1 Greta Munger, “Just the art” (presentation, Humanities 104: Connections and Conflicts, Davidson College, 
Davidson, North Carolina, February 11, 2020).  
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                  Untitled, n.d, Oil on canvas             Cythera Shrine, 1979               Cubist Totem, 1975 

“The greatest painting always remains a limitation–an intellectual residue–of a colossal 
truth much greater than we can recognize.”  

The Creative Fire of Art: Critical Reception 

1. Her work represents an “infrapolitics of resistance,” highlighting how her artistic cultural acts 
hold meaning to subordinated groups rather than the dominant, privileged class.  5

2. Abstract expressionism expands the approaches people can take to unraveling their 
“primitive unconsciousness,” which West does through her metaphoric pieces.   6

3. Clark Mills stated that her work was an “immense phantasmagoria,” an image of the world of 
our time, emphasizing the uncontrollable forces of nature that surround human beings. 
Thus, we are warned but also affirmed in our being and the “dynamic power” we share with 
those experiences and presences.   7

4. West’s style emulates a mixture of abstract calligraphy and oil painting. She was always 
experimenting with varied compositional patterns and dramatic brushstrokes to show the 
“boldness and determination” she held within her body.  8

5. After the war, she responded to the “fear and frustration” of the atomic age with angry 
“lashings” of pigment. West even covered earlier paintings with harsh brushwork.  9
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6 Amy Winter, review of Review of Art of This Century: The Women, ; Women and Abstract Expressionism: 
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61–63, https://doi.org/10.2307/1358852. 
7 “Michael West: Paintings from the Forties to the Eighties,” Issuu, accessed February 24, 2020, 
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8 Accessed February 24, 2020, https://borghi.org/exhibitions/michael-west-the-black-and-white-paintings/. 
9 Alexxa Gotthardt, “11 Female Abstract Expressionists Who Are Not Helen Frankenthaler,” Artsy, June 29, 2016, 
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